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1. Background and Introduction 
 
At the United Nations (UN) Millennium Summit in September 2000, world 
leaders placed development at the heart of the global agenda by adopting the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The leaders adopted the UN 
Millennium Declaration, committing their nations to stronger global efforts to 
reduce poverty, improve health, promote peace and human rights, and 
environmental sustainability. The Goals that emerged are specific with 
measurable targets. Together with the Goals, came the commitments of both the 
rich and poor countries to achieve them through policy coherence, financial 
resources and global partnership. These commitments were further re-affirmed in 
the Monterrey Consensus that emerged from the March 2002 UN Financing for 
Development Conference, the September 2002 World Summit on Sustainable 
Development and the launch of the Doha Round on International Trade. 
(Millennium project, 2003:1)  
 

The United Nations subsequently drafted a list of eight objectives, each with a set 
of targets and specific indicators. The MDG 8 sets out clear areas of focus with a 
view of guiding the global partnership around aid, debt and trade to release 
necessary resources to finance the remaining seven goals. The quality and 
quantity of reforms on how these three sectors are managed have wide 
implications on Africa’s ability to achieve the MDGs. 
 
The causes of Africa’s debt crisis are varied and complex. A lot of emphasis has 
been put on external factors to the detriment of internal factors. Notwithstanding 
the external factors, it is clear that the causes of the debt crisis in many African 
countries are also attributable to poor debt policy, weak institutional and legal 
framework and lack of accountability, transparency and inclusiveness of the 
involved institutions in the loan contraction process. The procurement, utilisation 
and management of public loans and debts are a national and international issue 
and, therefore, should be transparent, accountable, and inclusive. The processes of 
loan procurement and debt management require legitimacy and systematic 
planning to be sustainable.  
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 It is against this background that AFRODAD, Tanzania Coalition on Debt and 
Development (TCDD) and the Millennium Campaign are convening a meeting for 
Members of Parliament, CSOs and government officials to dialogue on how to 
operationalise the MDG 8 for the benefit of the African continent. 
 
The meeting, under the theme Harnessing MDG 8 for Africa’s Development, is 
a series of meetings geared towards engendering closer collaboration between 
CSOs and parliamentarians. 
 
The meeting will deal with issues related to the gaps of leadership, ownership and 
commitment on both African governments’ side and the industrialized nations’ 
side on aid, debt and trade that hinder the global partnership in achieving the 
MDGs. Other issues will include the role of CSOs and parliamentarians in the 
operationalisation of the MDG goal number 8 and the importance of partnership 
between CSOs and parliamentarians. The meeting will benefit from both the 
research findings and wealth of knowledge and expertise from the convening 
organizations and participants. 
 
2.  Objectives 
 
The overall objective of the dialogue will be to provide a forum for deliberation 
on the current trends and challenges of implementing the MDG Goal 8 in view of 
achieving the Millennium Development Goals. 
 
Specifically, the dialogue will attempt to achieve the following specific 
objectives: 
 

• To share key research findings and experiences on the implementation of 
MDG 8. 

 
• Identify and discuss challenges faced in the implementation of MDG 8 

across the continent. 
 

• Explore ways for better partnership in the operationalisation of MDG 8 
among the CSOs and parliamentarians. 
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3.  Expectations of the meeting 
 
The conveners hope that the meeting would create a basis for strengthened 
relationship between parliamentarians and Civil Society Organisations. The 
participants are expected to use the opportunity of the meeting to expose issues of 
more direct relevance to their respective national situations or thematic 
specialties. 
 
Most importantly, the meeting will create a basis for the following: 

• Use research findings from the country studies, for increased knowledge 
on policy issues at stake on MDG 8.  

• Exploring mechanisms/structures or processes through which non-state 
actors can participate in various themes of MDG 8. 

• Discuss how various stakeholders can play their respective roles in the 
process 

• Propose mechanisms and processes for addressing current challenges 
inherent in the operationalisation of MDG 8 

 
4. Agenda, duration and languages 
 
Deliberations at the dialogue will be informed by research findings as well as 
expert background papers setting out its context and relevance. The research 
findings and the background paper will be distributed well in advance before the 
meeting.  Suitable time allocations will be made during the dialogue for 
discussions.  
 
The duration of the dialogue will be two working days. The working languages 
will be English and French.  
 
5.   Participation 
 
The meeting will bring together three inter-governmental representatives; 15 
parliamentarians; 28 CSOs from Africa and five international organisations. 
Participants to the meeting will be drawn from the relevant parliamentary 
portfolio committees in the national parliaments from across Africa and relevant 
inter-governmental organisations including the Economic Commission for Africa 
(UNECA), the African Union, and UNDP. Civil Society Organisations 
participating will include the representatives from leading and strategic 
organisations in Africa and Europe working on the issues of Social and Economic 
justice issues. Selected experts will be invited to address the meeting. 
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For further information and details please contact  
 
Idda  
Programme Officer – Lobby and Advocacy 
African Forum and Network on Debt and Development (AFRODAD) 
31 Atkinson Drive, Hillside 
PO Box CY1517, Causeway 
Harare, Zimbabwe 
Tel: +263 4 778531/6 
Fax: +263 4 747878 
Email: idda@afrodad.co.zw  
Website: www.afrodad.org 
 

The Cordinator 
Tanzania Coalition Debt and Development, 
Swahili / Ndovu Street, 
Kariakoo Area  
Block No. 126  
P.O Box 9193  
Dar es Salaam,  
Tanzania  

Tel :( 255)22-2181211 
Mobile: 0741 608854 
E-Mail: info@ttcdd.org  
E-Mail: ttcdd@yahoo.com  
Website: www.ttcdd.org 

 


